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Appendix 2 - Height in relation to boundary - APP2 

A recession plane is a plane inclined inwards from a specified height to establish a building envelope of maximum height.  

The height from which the recession plane is measured is listed in the height in relation to boundary standard for the zone. For example, in the Medium Density 

Residential Zone the recession plane is measured from 3m above the ground level of all boundaries except a road boundary. Figure 1 illustrates indicative recession 

planes.  

The angles of the recession plane are determined by a site boundaries orientation relative to the direction of true north. See Figure 1 below to determine angles.  

Building elevations that face toward a northern boundary will have more exposure to sunlight compared to building elevations on the southern aspect. The purpose 

of the recession planes is to encourage the design and location of buildings to minimise the loss of sunlight to neighbours.  
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