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NPS-IB Clause ECO-R1 Clause 

3.10 Managing adverse effects on SNAs of new subdivision, use, and development  

(5) If land in an SNA is covered by a specified covenant or kawenata, a local authority may, at the request of the landowner or 
lessee, allow certain specified activities within the SNA that may not be consistent with policy statements and plans 

ECO-R1 - Indigenous vegetation clearance and land disturbance  - Activity status: Permitted  - Where: 

1. It is necessary for any of the following purposes:…(a) 

(iv) Critical infrastructure, … 

(ix) network utilities and  

(b) The vegetation is causing an imminent danger to human life, structures, and infrastructure or the works are required 
to address a high risk to public health or safety. 

(c) For Mahinga kai activities or for other Ngāi Tahu cultural purposes where the clearance is by mana whenua and in 
accordance with tikanga protocols. 

(d) For the safe operation or maintenance of the National Grid…… 

(f) To implement an approved Reserve Act or Conservation Act reserve management plan, or a Biodiversity Covenant, 

(g) For the maintenance, repair or replacement of existing buildings and structures, or to minimise a potential fire risk, 
including an area no further than 2.0m from the exterior wall of an existing building. 

(h) The removal of exotic species generally and pest plants and pest animals in accordance with any Regional Pest 
Management Plan or the Biosecurity Act 1993. 

(j) The works are associated with the harvest of indigenous tree species in accordance with a forest management plan 
or permit under Part 3A of the Forests Act 1949. 

…… 

 

 

3.10 Managing adverse effects on SNAs of new subdivision, use, and development  

(6) Nothing in this clause applies to adverse effects on an SNA from any of the following:  

(a) any use or development required to address a high risk to public health or safety:  

(b) the sustainable customary use of indigenous biodiversity conducted in accordance with tikanga:  

(c) work or activity of the Crown within the boundaries of any area of land held or managed under the Conservation Act 1987 or 
any other Act specified in Schedule 1 of that Act (other than land held for administrative purposes).  

(e) the harvest of indigenous tree species from an SNA that is carried out in accordance with a forest management plan or permit 
under Part 3A of the Forests Act 1949. 

3.11 Exceptions to clause 3.10(2) 

(1) Clause 3.10(2) does not apply, and any adverse effects on an SNA of a new subdivision, use or development must be managed 
in accordance with clause 3.10(3) and (4), if:  

(a) the new subdivision, use or development is required for the purposes of any of the following:  

(i) construction or upgrade (if the upgrade does not meet the requirements of clause 3.15(2)) of specified infrastructure that provides 
significant national or regional public benefit:  

(b) there is a functional need or operational need for the new subdivision, use or development to be in that particular location; and  

(c) there are no practicable alternative locations for the new subdivision, use or development. 

 

3.21 Restoration  

(1) Local authorities must include objectives, policies, and methods in their policy statements and plans to promote the restoration 
of indigenous biodiversity, including through reconstruction of areas. 
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3.14 Plantation forestry activities  

(1) Except as provided in subclause (2), the adverse effects of plantation forestry activities in any existing plantation forest on any 
SNA must be managed in a manner that:  

(a) maintains indigenous biodiversity in the SNA as far as practicable; while  

(b) providing for plantation forestry activities to continue.  

(2) Despite clause 3.10, any part of an SNA that is within an area of an existing plantation forest that is planted, or is intended to 
be, replanted in trees for harvest must be managed over the course of consecutive rotations of production in the manner necessary 
to maintain the long-term populations of any Threatened or At Risk (declining) species present in the area.  

(3) Every local authority must make or change its policy statements and plans to be consistent with the requirements of this clause. 

ECO-R1 - Indigenous vegetation clearance and land disturbance  - Activity status: Permitted  - Where: 

1. It is necessary for any of the following purposes: 

(a) the maintenance, repair, replacement or upgrade of existing lawfully established: 

(i) fences, 

(ii) vehicle tracks and farm tracks, 

(iii) roads,… 

(v) walkways,  

(vi) firebreaks,  

(vii) dams,  

(viii) waterway crossings….  

the clearance or land disturbance is no more than 1.0m in width either side of those works in (ii), (iii), (iv), (v), (viii) and (ix), 1.5m 
for (vi), and where necessary is no greater in width than originally cleared for (i), critical infrastructure other than roads, (vii), (ix), 
… 

(e) Maintenance of improved pasture where: 

(i) the improved pasture has not become a SNA, and 

(ii)  the land is not an uncultivated depositional landform, and 

(iii) it will not adversely affect a Threatened or At Risk (declining) species. 

….. 

(k)The works relate to indigenous vegetation that was deliberately planted: 

(i) Within a domestic garden; or 

(ii)For the use of screening/shelter belt purposes (such as farm hedgerows); or  

(iii) Around the margins of an existing dam. 

(l) The indigenous vegetation has grown within an area of commercial forestry and is located outside SNAs/SIVAs. 

(m) For any other activity for existing farming operations covering an area of less than 50m2 per 5-year period involving 
non-forest vegetation. 

 

 

3.15 Managing adverse effects of established activities on SNAs  

(1) For the purpose of this clause, established activity means an activity (including maintenance, operation, and upgrade) that:  

(a) is in, or affects, an SNA; and  

(b) is not a new subdivision, use, or development.  

(2) Local authorities must include objectives, policies, and methods in their policy statements and plans to enable specified 
established activities, or specified types of established activities, to continue where the effects of the activity on an SNA (including 
cumulative effects):  

(a) are no greater in intensity, scale, or character over time than at the commencement date; and  

(b) do not result in the loss of extent, or degradation of ecological integrity, of an SNA.  

(3) If an established activity does not meet the requirements of subclause (2), the activity must be managed under clauses 3.10 to 
3.14 or clause 3.18 (as relevant) as if it were a new use or development.  

(4) To avoid doubt, nothing in this clause affects existing use rights under sections 10 or 20A of the Act. 

3.17 Maintenance of improved pasture for farming  

(1) This clause applies to the maintenance of improved pasture for farming where it may affect an SNA.  

(2) Local authorities must allow the maintenance of improved pasture to continue if:  

(a) there is adequate evidence to demonstrate that the maintenance of improved pasture is part of a regular cycle of periodic 
maintenance of that pasture; and  

(b) any adverse effects of the maintenance of improved pasture on an SNA are no greater in intensity, scale, or character than the 
effects of activities previously undertaken as part of the regular cycle of periodic maintenance of that pasture; and  

(c) the improved pasture has not itself become an SNA; and  

(d) the land is not an uncultivated depositional landform; and  

(e) the maintenance of improved pasture will not adversely affect a Threatened or At Risk (declining) species. 
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RMA NPS-IB Objective and S32 Analysis 

 

 

31 Functions of territorial authorities under this Act (1) (b) The control of any actual or potential effects of the use, 
development, or protection of land, including for the purpose of  - (iii) the maintenance of indigenous biological diversity. 
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GORE DISTRICT PLAN Efficiency and Effectiveness Study - 2022 


