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Purpose 
This District Plan provides a framework to guide sustainable development in the Gore District. It is a forward-looking document, managing use and 
development of natural and physical resources today while protecting the interests and opportunities of future generations to also utilise those resources in 
a sustainable way.  

The Plan recognises the relationship of Māori and their culture and traditions with their ancestral lands, water, sites, wāhi tapu, and other taonga. It 
enables kaitiakitanga and takes into account the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi. 

Council regularly monitors development trends in the District to ensure that the directions set in the Plan are appropriate to achieve sustainable land use 
and development in the Gore context. The Resource Management Act 1991 (the RMA) has a primary purpose to promote the sustainable 
management of natural and physical resources. The RMA requires the Council to prepare a District Plan on behalf of the community and to review it every 
10 years. 

Description of the District 
The Gore District lies within the Southland region, the southernmost province of Te Waipounamu, the South Island. The Gore District is part of the region 
known as Murihiku, of which Ngāi Tahu whānui are the iwi that hold mana whenua. Gore is bordered by the Clutha District to the east, the Southland 
District to the south-west, and sits within the takiwā (area of influence) of Hokonui Rūnanga.  
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The land area of the Gore District covers an area of 1250km2 and principally comprises the: 
  

• Northern plains and downlands including the eastern Waimea plain, and downlands and valleys associated with Otama Creek, Waikaka Stream and 
Pukerau Stream catchments. 

 

• Southland syncline hill country including the Hokonui Hills and the inland Catlins area. 
 

• Southland Plains including the Mataura Valley and the downland country associated with the Hedgehope, Titipua, Waimumu and Charlton Stream 
catchments. 

 
Two landscape features dominate the landscape of the District and these are the Hokonui Hills, reaching over 600m in height, and the Mataura River which 
runs through the District and adjacent to the two main urban areas of Gore Town and Mataura.  Both features are of particular cultural significance to 
mana whenua. Smaller rural settlements are located in Pukerau, Waikaka and Mandeville which largely serve the surrounding rural areas.  
  
The dominant land use in the district relates to agriculture. There are several large agri-businesses in the district as well as many small businesses 

supporting the rural sector. There are many other activities, which also occur in the district, which need to be recognised and provided for as part of 

promoting sustainable management of natural and physical resources in the Gore District. 

Note: More information about the Gore District is available on Council’s website 

 


