











	[bookmark: _Hlk189817944]Dog Control Bylaw 2025 and Dog Control Policy - Consultation and Decision Outcome



We have completed the public consultation, hearings and deliberation, and on 6 May 2025 the Gore District Council adopted a new Dog Control Bylaw 2025 and Dog Control Policy. The new bylaw and policy are effective from 14 May 2025.

These are rules made by the Gore District Council under the Local Government Act 2002 and relate to the requirements of the Dog Control Act 1996. 

The objective of the policy is to enable people to enjoy the benefits of dog ownership and provide for the exercise and recreational needs of dogs and their owners, while minimising danger, distress and nuisance to the community. The purpose of the bylaw is to support and give effect to our Dog Control Policy. 

Dog Control Bylaw 2025 and Dog Control Policy
Section 10 of the Dog Control Act 1996 requires local authorities to adopt a policy in respect of dogs in the district. 

The previous Dog Control Bylaw and Dog Control Policy were adopted in May 2013, and a review of the bylaw was due by May 2025. As part of this process, the existing bylaw and policy were reviewed in line with section 10AA of the Dog Control Act 1996 which states that a local authority must review its policy if the bylaw implementing the policy requires review. 

1. Public consultation responses 
The draft Dog Control Bylaw 2025 and Dog Control Policy were out for public consultation between 19 March and 23 April 2025, in accordance with section 83 of the Local Government Act 2002. 

A total of eight submission were received - two from animal welfare advocacy organisations, and six from members of the local community.

One additional submission was received after submissions closed, and while that submission was not included in the formal report to the Council, the submitter was invited to speak in the public forum section of the Council meeting prior to the decision making.
2. Summary of submission responses 
The eight submissions broadly expressed the following points:
· a lack of dog exercise areas in the Gore township, particularly in west Gore;
· concern that there are still instances where dog owners neglect their responsibility to remove dog droppings;
· encouraging desexing of unclaimed dogs prior to them being rehomed; 
· raising awareness of dog tethering regulations; and
· refinement required for the definition of 'owner'.

Lack of dog exercise areas in west Gore
[bookmark: _Hlk197611646]Hamilton Park in east Gore is the primary dog recreation area within the Gore township, while reserve 
areas in west Gore are either leash only or are prohibited areas for dogs.  Areas intended for children 
(such as playgrounds and schools) are typically prohibited areas, public safety is also the reason for 
prohibition in the Gore public gardens.

Removal of dog droppings
Aligned with public safety, dog droppings are another reason why dogs have been prohibited from high use 
public areas such as the Gore public gardens.  The Council relies on dog owner education to ensure
owners are aware of the expectations and increase the chances they will act responsibly.

Desexing of unclaimed dogs prior to them being rehomed
Desexing is a well-established approach for reducing the number of unwanted litters, decreasing
roaming behaviours and contributing to improved behaviour outcomes. 

Awareness of pending regulations related to dog tethering
The new regulations will provide animal welfare inspectors with the tools they need to intervene quickly when they identify a dog that is suffering harm as a result of being tied up for long periods. 
The Government expectation is for this to become law by the end of 2025. That will be followed by a short period with a focus on education so that all dog owners understand their obligations and to allow those who need to make changes time to adapt.

Refinement for the definition of 'owner'
One submission suggested the definition of the term 'owner' was unnecessarily complicated. The draft Dog Control Bylaw 2025 and Dog Control Policy both utilise the definition found in the Dog Control Act 1996. The submission proposes a more simplistic definition that could be easier for all members of the community to understand.

3. Summary of key changes in the final adopted bylaw and policy
The draft Dog Control Bylaw 2025 and Dog Control Policy proposed during consultation incorporated a few updates to make sure the policy and bylaw are easy to understand by the community and easy to implement for council staff:
· The inclusion of a statement in both the bylaw and the policy which explicitly states that the prohibition of dogs in certain places does not apply to disability assist dogs. 
· The inclusion of maps for added clarity in Schedule A of the bylaw, outlining areas that are designated dog exercise, leash control or prohibited areas.
· Minor editorial and formatting improvements have been made to make the policy easier to understand. 

Following the hearing and deliberations the Council adopted additional changes to the Dog Control Bylaw 2025 and Dog Control Policy:
· The inclusion of references (specifically in section 13.2(d) of the bylaw) to require dog owners who restrain or otherwise confine their dogs to do so in accordance with all regulations under the Animal Welfare Act 1999, which will include the upcoming dog tethering regulations.
· The modification, in both the bylaw and policy, of the definition of a dog owner to be any person who has a dog in their possession, whether the dog is roaming or confined, unless the person  holds  the  dog  for  less  than  72  hours  solely  to  prevent  it  from  causing  injury,  damage,  or distress, or to return a lost dog to its rightful owner.

In addition to the changes adopted above, the Council also asked staff to undertake further work on other matters raised during the consultation and submissions and report back to Council by the middle of the year:
· To explore any if locations in west Gore are potentially suitable for new dog exercise areas, and if a location is identified then community engagement can be undertaken.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]To explore possible locations for new dog-waste bins and improved signage outlining areas that are designated dog exercise, leash control or prohibited areas.
· To explore other councils that require desexing on unclaimed dogs how this approach has been implemented.

4. Adopted Dog Control Bylaw 2025 and Dog Control Policy
The adopted Dog Control Bylaw 2025 and Dog Control Policy is effective from 14 May 2025.
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