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St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church Hall & Sunday
School

2 Devon Street, Gore

H12 HNZ List No. & CATEGORY n/a

Part Lot 1 DP 2710 & Part Lot 10 DP 2151
3227191 & 3264085

1927-28

LD Coombs, architect; Adam Speden, contractor

Romanesque

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Single-storey building with L-shaped footprint and gabled roof forms with hipped ends.
Principal, north-facing elevation features decorative arched opening with recessed entry
flanked by paired windows; secondary entry in setback bay to north. Paired and triplet
casement-and-fanlight type fenestration. Panelled doors, contrasting brick window surrounds
with cement plastered sills and lintels. Matching perimeter fence with solid piers and metal
picket-style railings mounted upon low walls.

MATERIALS / STRUCTURE

Brick, concrete, roofing tiles.

ADDITIONS/ALTERATIONS

Link between church and hall erected (early 2000s). Roof ventilators removed (c.2008).
SETTING

St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church Hall & Sunday School stands on the south side of Devon
Street, west of its intersection with Ardwick Street. The building is connected to St Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church (1959) at its south-east corner. The hall is situated near the road
boundary and is set behind a low brick wall. The shared scheduled setting encompasses the

three land parcels on which the hall and the church are located; the perimeter fence on
Devon Street is included in the extent.
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HISTORY

Presbyterian services were first conducted in the Gore district by visiting clergy in the early
1860s. By the late 1870s a parish based at Mataura had been established and services in
Gore were held in private homes or, later, Mackay’s Hall. A church was built in East Gore in
1881 and eleven years later a group of elders and church members split from the church and
formed a Congregational Church in West Gore. A church was built in Irwell Street in 1892 but
it was not until the mid-1920s that the Gore Presbyterian Church decided to erect a Sunday
School Hall in West Gore. The new building, named in honour of St Andrew, opened on 2 May
1928 and also accommodated services until a purpose-built church beside the hall was
erected in 1958-59. Today the parish church of St Andrew’s is part of the Southern
Presbytery; since September 2017 the Hokonui Community Market has held monthly markets
in the hall.

HISTORIC AND SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE

St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church Hall & Sunday School has historic and social significance for
its association with the 20" century evolution of the Presbyterian congregation of Gore and
with the church’s commitment to education.

CULTURAL AND SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE

St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church Hall & Sunday School has cultural and spiritual significance
as a place of community identity and historic continuity.

ARCHITECTURAL AND AESTHETIC SIGNIFICANCE

St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church Hall & Sunday School has architectural significance as a
Romanesque-inspired design by noted Dunedin architect Leslie Coombs. Coombs (1885-
1952) was born and educated in Dunedin where he served his articles with JL Salmond. With
the exception of nine years working as the Building Surveyor for Dunedin City Council (1932-
41), Coombs was in private practice, sometimes in partnership with other architects (Edmund
Anscombe & JH White). He was the assessor for the 1920 design competition held for the
Bridge of Remembrance in Christchurch and also designed buildings at Southland Girls” and
Otago Boys’ high schools.

TECHNOLOGICAL AND CRAFTSMANSHIP SIGNIFICANCE

St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church Hall & Sunday School has craftsmanship significance for the
quality of its brick masonry construction and relief sculpture detailing. Adam Speden (1878-
1963) was a local builder and contractor who also operated a furniture and woodware factory
in Gore.

CONTEXTUAL SIGNIFICANCE

St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church Hall & Sunday School has contextual significance as a local
landmark and as part of the town’s Presbyterian precinct at the corner of Devon and Ardwick
Streets.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND SCIENTIFIC SIGNIFICANCE

As the building post-dates 1900, any potential archaeological significance of the site would
likely relate to its earlier use and development. DP 2151, dated September 1921, shows that

there was a large residential property at the corner of Devon and Ardwick Streets at that
time, with a house at what is now 4 Devon Street.
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SUMMARY OF HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE

St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church Hall & Sunday School has overall heritage significance to
Gore and to the district of Gore as a whole. The building has historical and social significance
for its association with the evolution of the Presbyterian church in Gore and cultural and
spiritual significance given its ecclesiastical purpose and demonstration of historic continuity.
St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church Hall & Sunday School has architectural significance as the
work of noted Dunedin architect Leslie Coombs and craftsmanship significance for the quality
of its brick construction and detailing by local contractor Adam Speden. St Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church Hall & Sunday School has contextual significance as a local landmark
and as a defining feature within Gore’s Presbyterian precinct.
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Extent of scheduling (outlined in turquoise aF{d shared with St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church),
St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church Hall & Sunday School, 2 Devon Street, Gore.
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